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COLORADO POLICE SHOOTING 


Colo. ‘ambush’ 
leaves 1 deputy 
dead, 4 injured 


Two civilians wounded; 
suspect dies after firing 
more than 100 rounds. 


By Colleen Slevin 
and Elliot Spagat 
Associated Press 


DENVER — A man fired more than 
100 rounds at sheriff’s deputies 
in Colorado early Sunday, kill- 
ing one and injuring four oth- 
ers, before being fatally shot him- 
self in what authorities called an 
ambush. Two civilians also were 
injured. 

Douglas County Sheriff Tony 
Spurlock said deputies came 
under fire almost immediately 
after entering a suburban Den- 
ver apartment and trying to talk 
with the suspect, who was holed 
up inside a bedroom. 

“Ido know that all of them were 
shot very, very quickly. They all 
went down almost within sec- 
onds of each other, so it was more 
of an ambush-type of attack on 
our officers,” Spurlock said. “He 
knew we were coming and we 
obviously let him know that we 


TEXAS SUPREME COURT 


were there.” 

The wounded deputies tried to 
pull the fallen officer, identified 
as Zack Parrish, out of the line of 
further gunfire but were unable 
to because of their own injuries 
and only managed to “crawl to 
safety,” Spurlock said. 

The incident occurred around 
5:15 a.m. at Copper Canyon Apart- 
ments, a landscaped apartment 
complex in Highland Ranch, 16 
miles south of Denver. 

Authorities had left the home 
about four hours earlier to address 
a noise complaint but returned 
in response to reports of a dis- 
turbance at the home. 

There were two men inside the 
home when deputies arrived and 
someone let them inside, Spur- 
lock said. 

He said the disturbance was ini- 
tially reported to be domestic but 
turned out to be noise-related. 

“The suspect was just making a 
ton of noise and annoying every- 
one around him,” Spurlock said. 

Resident Steven Silknitter, 50, 
told The Denver Post that he heard 
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Justices to decide 
suit over dog bite 


Civilian employee at 
base in Afghanistan 
seeks $1M in damages. 


By Chuck Lindell 
clindell@statesman.com 


It’s not often that a dog bite 
case makes it all the way to the 
Texas Supreme Court, but this 
one involves a bomb-sniffing dog 
trained in the Texas Hill Coun- 
try and deployed to help mili- 
tary operations in Afghanistan. 

Lawyers on both sides warn that 
the outcome could have far-reach- 
ing effects on the military and 
those who help fight our wars. 

Kallie was a Belgian Malinois 
assigned to Camp Mike Spann, 
an Army base conducting com- 
bat operations against the Tali- 


ban. Her job was to locate the top 
killer of troops in Afghanistan — 
roadside bombs and other impro- 
vised explosive devices. 

LaTasha Freeman was a civil- 
ian employee making $100,000 
a year as an administrative clerk 
at the base. 

In November 2011, Kallie 
escaped from her kennel and 
jumped Freeman, who said the 
dog knocked her down, gripped 
her left arm and shook violently. 
There was no bleeding or outward 
sign of injury, but Freeman was 
eventually diagnosed with com- 
plex regional pain syndrome, a 
nerve injury that left her unable to 
work, and declared “completely 
disabled” by the Social Security 
Administration. 
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STATESMAN INVESTIGATES YEAR IN REVIEW 


WATCHDOG 
RESULTS 


These 13 American-Statesman 


investigations had an impact in 2017 


By Jeremy Schwartz | jschwartz@statesman.com 


Throughout 2017, American-Statesman reporters shined a light on 
scandals, conflicts of interest and plans that government powers tried 
to keep hidden from the public. 

Their stories resulted in the reopening of a homicide prosecution, 
forced the Austin City Council to bring more sunlight into their 


deliberations and led to a series of legislative changes. 


What follows is a compilation of the Statesman’s most consequential 
watchdog reporting from the previous year. It’s just a sample of the 
accountability journalism the newspaper practices on a daily basis. 


INSIDE: Statesman’s top investigations, A6-A7 
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Brushy Creek Dam 10A. An American-Statesman investigation found hundreds of substandard 
dams upstream of populated areas in Texas that could fail. RICARDO B. BRAZZIELL / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


project, explored the relationship between 
Austin police and the city’s African-American 
community. RESHMA KIRPALANI / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 


STUDENTS AND TEACHERS: Many Texas 
teachers accused of improper relationships 
with students avoided charges, a Statesman 
probe found. DEBORAH CANNON / AMERICAN-STATESMAN 
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NATION & WORLD, A3 
Some cities add security 
as world welcomes 2018 


Pope says humans “ruined” 2017, 
Germany was wary of terror, but 
fireworks dazzled in New Zealand. 
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